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In contrast with the previous stellar year for education, 2020 was a quiet year with choruses focussed on virtual learning and rehearsals and limited opportunity for face-to-face education until the spring. Our international organisation provided a wide-range of online learning in the areas of voice, music and virtual rehearsal resources while back at home our amazing Directors and their support teams kept our spirits raised with virtual rehearsals and in-house education and training. 
In late 2020 we took the opportunity to look at our education plan for 2021-2023 and to focus on the skills and experience available within our Region to deliver an exciting, energising and innovative programme. In addition to our regional faculty we welcomed ROXY as our quartet education specialists and, more recently Shelley Bascand, Cecilia Lockley, Nicky McCaughan and Sarah Rae as our Visual Communication Education Team. The 2021 workshop dates for quartet and visual education are listed on the Sweet Adeline New Zealand (SANZ) website and we look forward to seeing a lot of members participating in this great learning.
Educational events for members in the past year included:
· Leadership programme presented by Sharon Cartwright, Linda Britts and Dianne James, from Region 34.  The final session on Strategic Finance will be held in May and all Directors and incoming chorus management teams are encouraged to participate.
· Connecting Creative Minds presented by Erin Howden and Judy Pozsgay 
· Goodbye Showmanship, Hello Visual Communication presented by Judy Pozsgay outlining the changes to the judging category.
· Arranging for non-arrangers presented by Rowena Harper, 2020 Education Scholarship recipient.
· Big Spring Sing One Day workshops held in Invercargill (Suzanne Berresford and Carolyn Currington) and Whangarei (Hazel and Cat Hay). Unfortunately covid meant that the event in Hamilton in February had to be cancelled; the Palmerston North event was postponed until 
26 June.
Recordings and resources for the virtual education sessions are on the SANZ website.
The Young Women In Harmony programme also had a quieter year but this gave the new Young Singers In Harmony Trust and Young Singers In Harmony (YSIH) administration team a good opportunity to settle in to a more structured working arrangement. The Trust has representatives from SANZ, Barbershop Harmony New Zealand, regional committees (Auckland, Hamilton, Wellington, Southern) and schools and is responsible for the strategic direction and oversight of the YSIH programme and finances. An expanded administration team is led by Jessie Leov and both groups are supported by Nicola Kirkup in a communications role.  

Check out the refreshed YSIH website https://www.ysihnz.com for upcoming events in your areas.
Fundraising for the Prue Blythe Memorial Trust this year comprises a ‘money raffle’ (thank you to Bronwyne Albright and Julie Mansell for this initiative) and the usual collection at the convention organised by Kate Veeder, with entertainment provided by the 2019 champion Young Men In Harmony quartet, Promenade. 
2019 saw the introduction of the new Arranger Certification Programme and two members (Rowena Harper and Abby Clarke) have now completed level 1 and are working through level 2. The arranger virtual education session uncovered a lot of hidden talent in the region so we hope to see more people in this programme and/or hearing their arrangements. Rowena’s arrangement of A Million Dreams is a new regional song and will be performed for the first time at Harmony Aotearoa.
Best wishes from the education team and thank you for your support over the past year.  


Kerry Stewart
Regional Education Coordinator
3 April 2021
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